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Chapter 15, 16 & 17 Vocabulary Study Guide 
Chapter 15: Russia Today (p. 408-412)
1. Decree – order issued by a leader that has the force of law.
2. Deposit Insurance – government plan that promises to repay people who deposit their money in a bank if the bank should go out of business.
3. Heavy Industry – manufacture of goods such as machinery, mining equipment, and steel.
4. Light Industry – manufacture of consumer goods such as clothing, shoes, furniture, and household products.
5. Middle Class – part of society that is neither very rich nor poor but has enough money to buy cars, new clothing, electronics, and luxury items.  
6. Oligarch – member of a small ruling group that holds great power.
7. Pensioner – person who receives regular payments from the government because he or she is too old or sick to work.
8. Privatization – transfer of ownership of businesses from the government to individuals.
9. Separatist Movement – campaign by members of an ethnic group to break away from the national government and form an independent state. 
10. Underemployment – situation that arises when a worker must take a job that requires lesser skills than he or she possesses and / or when they are not paid enough to support themselves.
Chapter 16: Physical Geography of North Africa, Southwest Asia, and Central Asia (p. 442-446)

11. Alluvial Plain – area built up by rich fertile soil left by river floods.
12. Phosphate – chemical salt used to make fertilizer.
13. Poaching – illegal fishing or hunting.
14. Refinery – facility that turns petroleum into gasoline and other products.
15. Sedimentary Rock – type of rock formed when layers of sediment, or dirt from the ocean floor, are compressed together and harden.  
16. Silt – small particles of rich soil.
Chapter 17: History and Culture of North Africa, Southwest Asia, and Central Asia (p. 468-476)
17. Bazaar – local marketplace in North Africa and Southwest Asia.
18. Calligraphy – art of beautiful writing.
19. Dietary Law – rules in certain religions that detail which foods people can and cannot eat and how food should be prepared and handled.
20. Epic – tales or poems about heroes and heroines.
21. Hajj – pilgrimage to the Muslim holy city of Makkah, the completion of which at least once in a lifetime is one of the Five Pillars of Islam.
22. Mosque – Islamic house of worship.
23. Saint – Christian holy person.
Don’t Forget To Study For Your Quiz!

