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Chapter 18, 19, & 20 Vocabulary Study Guide 
Chapter 18: North Africa, Southwest Asia, and Central Asia Today (p. 482-511)

1.  Alluvial plain:  area built up by rich fertile soil left by river floods.

2. Bedouin: nomadic, desert people of Southwest Asia who follow a traditional way of life.
3. Casbah: older section of Algerian cities.
4. Cash Crop: farm product grown for export.
5.  Civil War: fight between opposing groups for control of a country’s government. 

6. Clan: large group of people who have a common ancestor in the far past.
7.  Constitutional monarchy:  form of government in which a monarch is the head of state, but elected officials run the government.  
8. Dictatorship: form of government in which a leader rules by force and typically limits citizens’ freedoms. 
9. Embargo: ban on trade with a particular country.
10. Enclave: small territory entirely surrounded by larger territory.
11. Fault: crack in the Earth’s crust where two tectonic plates meet; prone to earthquakes.
12. Fellahin: peasant farmers of Egypt who rent small plots of land.
13. Genocide: mass murder of people from a particular ethnic group.
14. Kibbutz: settlement in Israel where settlers share all their property and make goods as well as carry out farming. 
15. Moshav: settlement in Israel in which people share in farming, production, and selling, but each person is allowed to own some private property as well. 
16. Phosphate:  chemical salt used to make fertilizer.
17. Secular: nonreligious
18. Trade Sanction: step taken to cut off trade with a country to show opposition to its government’s actions. 
              MORE ON THE BACK   
Chapter 19: Africa South of the Sahara (p. 528-537))

19.  Escarpment: steep cliff at the edge of a plateau with a lowland area below.
20. Gorge: like a canyon, a steep-sided valley formed when a river cuts through land that is being lifted upward.
21. Industrial Diamond: diamond used to make drills, saws, or grinding tools to process other materials rather than as a gemstone.
22. Rift Valley: area of low relief flanked by highland regions that is formed by the moving apart of two of the Earth’s tectonic plates.
Chapter 20: History and Culture of Africa South of the Sahara (p. 557-565)

23. Compound: group of houses surrounded by walls; a pattern of rural housing typical in parts of Africa south of the Sahara.
24. Extended Family: household made up of several generations; Including grandparents, parents, and children.
25. Griot: storyteller from West Africa who relates oral traditions of the people.
26. Life Expectancy: number of years an average person is expected to live.
27. Lineage: larger family group with close blood ties, such as connection to a common grandmother or grandfather.
28. Malnutrition: condition that results from people not getting enough nutrients because of not eating enough food or not eating a variety of foods.
29. Nuclear Family: family group that includes only parents and their children.
30. Rite of Passage: special ceremony that marks a particular stage in life, such as when young boys or girls reach adulthood.
31. Sanitation: removal of waste products.
32. Social Status:  a person’s position in the community.
Don’t Forget To Study For Your Quiz!
