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Chapter 1 & 2 Vocabulary Study Guide 
Chapter 1: Using Geography Skills

1. Absolute Location: - exact spot where a place is found
2. Atmosphere: layer of oxygen and other gases that surround Earth
3. Axis: imaginary line that passes through the center of Earth from the North Pole to the South Pole
4. Century: a period of 100 years

5. Decade: a period of 10 years
6. Environment: natural surroundings of people
7. Equinox:  either of the days of spring and fall in which the noon sun is overhead at the Equator, and day and night are of equal length in both Northern and Southern Hemispheres
8. Geographic Information Systems (GIS): combination of computer hardware and software used to gather, store, and analyze geographic information and then display it on a screen
9. Geography: study of the Earth and its people
10. Global Positioning System (GPS): group of satellites that uses radio signals to determine the exact location of places on Earth
11. Leap Year: year with 366 days, which happens every fourth year to make calendars match Earth’s movement around the sun
12. Millennium: a period of 1,000 years
13. Orbit: specific path each planet follows around the sun
14. Relative Location: description of where a place is in relation to the features around it.
15. Revolution: one complete circuit around the sun
16. Solar System: planets, along with their moons, asteroids, and other bodies, and the sun
17. Tropics: area between the Tropic of Cancer and the Tropic of Capricorn, which has generally warm temperatures because it receives the direct rays of the sun for much of the year
Chapter 2: Earth’s Physical Geography

18. Core: area at the center of the Earth, which includes a solid inner core and a hot liquid outer core

19. Weathering:  process in which rock is broken into smaller pieces by water and ice, chemicals, or even plants
20. Condensation: part of the water cycle; process by which water changes from gas to liquid
21. Climate: pattern of weather that takes place in an area over many years
22. Deforestation: the cutting down of forests without replanting new trees
23. Ecosystem: place shared by plants and animals that depend on one another for survival
24. Conservation: careful use of resources to avoid wasting them
25. Erosion: process by which weathered bits of rock are moved elsewhere by water, wind, or ice
26. Aquifer: underground layer of rock through which water flows
27. Precipitation: part of the water cycle; process by which water falls to the Earth – i.e., rain and snow
28. Weather: changes in temperature, wind speed and direction, and air moisture that take place over a short time period
29. Biomes: area that includes particular kinds of plants and animals adapted to conditions there
30. Irrigation: process of collecting water and distributing it to crops
31. Plate tectonics: scientific theory that explains how processes within the Earth form continents and cause their movements
32. Rain shadow: effect of mountains that blocks rain from reaching interior regions
33. Greenhouse effect: buildup of certain gases in the Earth’s atmosphere that, like a greenhouse, retain the sun’s warmth
34. Continental shelf: plateau off of a continent that lies under the ocean and stretches for several miles
Don’t Forget To Study For Your Quiz!

